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Traditional Print Sources

Books & Textbooks)Books come in a multitude of topics. Because of the time it takes to publish a book,
00KS usually contain more dated information than will be found in journals and newspapers.

Newspapers: Predominately covering the latest events and trends, newspapers contain very up-to-date

information. Newspapers report both information that is factual in nature and also share opinions. Generally,
however, they will not take a “big picture” approach or contain information about larger trends.

Academic and Trade Journals: Academic and trade journals are where to find the most up-to-date
information and research in industry, business, and academia. Journal articles come in several forms,
including literature reviews which overview about current and past research, articles on theories and
history, or articles on specific processes or research.

Government Reports and Legal Documents: The government releases information intended for its own use
or for public use. These types of documents can be an excellent source of information. An example of a
government report is the U.S. Census data. Most government reports and legal documents ¢can now be
accessed online.

Press Releases and Advertising: Companies and special interest groups produce texts to help persuade
readers to act in some way or inform the public about some new development

Flyers, Pamphlets, Leaflets: While some flyers or pamphlets are created by reputable sources, because of
the ease in which they are created, many less-than-reputable sources also produce these. They are useful
for quick reference or very general information.

Multimedia: Printed material is certainly not the only option for finding research. Also consider media
sources such as radio and television broadcasts, interactive talks, and public meetings.

Internet-Only Sources .



Internet-Only Sources

Websites: Most of the information on the Internet is distributed via websites. Websites vary widely in
quality of information and validity of sources.

Weblogs / Blogs: Arather recent development in web technology, weblogs or blogs are a type of interactive
journal where writers post and readers respond. They vary widely in quality of information and validity of

sources. For example, many prestigious journalists and public figures may have blogs, which may be more
credible of a blog than most.

Message boards, discussion lists, and chat rooms: Discussion lists, chat rooms, and message boards exist
for all kinds of disciplines both in and outside of the university. However, plenty of boards exist that are
rather unhelpful and poorly researched.

Multimedia: The Internet has a multitude of multimedia resources including online broadcasts and news,
images, audio files, and interactive websites.



Best Answer - Chosen by Voters \
Advantages: m E‘QI“ kg 2 g )

1) Information on almost every subject imaginable.

2) Powerful search engines

3) Ability to do research from your home versus research libraries.

4) Information at various levels of study. Everything from scholarly articles to ones directed at children.

5) Message boards where people can discuss ideas on any topic. Ability to get wide range of opinions.
People can find others that have a similar interest in whatever they are interested in.

6) The internet provides the ability of emails. Free mail service to anyone in the country.

7) Platform for products like SKYPE, which allow for holding a video conference with anyone in the world
who also has access.

8) Friendships and love connections have been made over the internet by people involved in love/passion
over similar interests.

9) Things such as Yahoo Answers and other sites where kids can have readily available help for homework.
10) News, of all kinds is available almost instantaneously. Commentary, on that news, from every
conceivable viewpoint is also available.




Disadvantages:

1) There is a lot of wrong information on the internet. Anyone can post anything, and much of it is garbage.
2) There are predators that hang out on the internet waiting to get unsuspecting people in dangerous
situations.

3) Some people are getting addicted to the internet and thus causing problems with their interactions of
friends and loved ones.

4) Pornography that can get in the hands of young children too easily.

5) Easy to waste a lot of time on the internet. You can start surfing, and then realize far more time has
passed than you realized. Internet and television together of added to the more sedentary lifestyles of
people which further exacerbates the obesity problem.

6) Internet has a lot of "cheater” sites. People can buy essays and pass them off as their own far more
easily than they used to be able to do.

7) There are a lot of unscrupulous businesses that have sprung up on the internet to take advantage of
people.

8) Hackers can create viruses that can get into your personal computer and ruin valuable data.

9) Hackers can use the internet for identity theft.

10) It can be quite depressing to be on the internet and realize just how uneducated so many people have
become in today's society.
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